UNIVERSITA =
di VERONA dLD@XﬂwmlﬁO
?IEE?E:JRE STRANIERE 2018/2022m i ur

Not just palimpsests: spectral imaging techniques for the analysis and
the transmediation of documentary heritage and its materiality

Alberto Campagnolo

Université cathohque de Louvain (Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgmm

670 770
Wavelength

Thursday, 7th July 2022 -

Aula Co-working
10-12; 14.30-16:30

Zoom link: hetps://univr.zoom.us/j/817456022052pwd=aFJxUWFCTUNoVjRMYioDd1pzcOtYUT09

Project of Excellence, Litera?f Ph1lolog1cal Heritage & Digital Humanities,
'A Scholarly Digital Edition of Tristan in Munich, BSB, Cgm 51' (TRISDESl)

Historically, spectral imaging techniques—i.e., data acquisition through photographic sensors at specific
wavelengths—have been applied to documentary heritage, beginning with the famous Archimedes
palimpsest, to recover textual information that is barely or no longer visible due to time, deterioration, or
their being cancelled, censored, or expunged. These techniques, however, provide investigative means
that go beyond the recovery of lost parts of a text, and the data acquired through spectral imaging can be
analysed to characterise, identify, and compare inks, pigments, and other material aspects. Spectral curves,
for instance, generated by plotting the percentage of illumination reflected at specitic wavelengths along
the electromagnetic spectrum (from ultraviolet to infrared), are essentially immutable properties of each
material that depend on the chemical composition and are readily visualised and also understood by the
uninitiated. However, the quantity of data generated during a spectral imaging campaign is substantial,
and the success of a project that includes these digitisation techniques requires an accurate and scrupulous
metadata system for their archiving and analysis.

This seminar will showcase the possibilities of spectral imaging applied to documentary heritage with a
practical part on data analysis and the generation of spectral curves.

Professors and students are welcome.
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