
‘The Playhouse is an 
enchanted island, where 

nothing appears in reality 
what it is nor what it 

should be’. 

Tom Brown, Amusements Serious 
and Comical calculated for the 

Meridian of London (1700) 



Sir William Davenant "
(1606 – 1668)



Dorset Garden, the Duke’s Company playhouse, built 
in 1671 by the troupe created by sir William Davenant  



Elkanah Settle’s Empress of  Morocco (1673) – these plates are 
the only contemporary representations of  the inside of  Dorset 

Garden Theatre. 

Music Room 



E. Settle, The 
Empress of  Morocco 
(1673) 



Thomas Killigrew (1612 - 1683)



Drury Lane, built in 1674 by architect Christopher Wren 
and operated by Thomas Killigrew and the King’s 

Company of  performers  



Dorset Garden & Drury Lane



A longitudinal section through a playhouse drawn by Christopher Wren, 
maybe the plan for the second theatre on the Drury Lane site, which 

opened in 1674 after the original Theatre Royal had burned to the ground 
in 1672.   

Proscenium Arch 

Four pairs 
of  shutters  
across the 
stage, i.e. 
changeable 
scenery 

Pit/Parterre Galleries Boxes 



http://it.youtube.com/watch?v=SOvVH0KKZlc

History of the Theater  
The Arched Spectacle 



John Dryden (1631 – 1700)



Henry Purcell (1659 – 1695)



!

The Frontispiece of  the operatic Indian Queen, 
printed in London in 1695. 


